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Please accept my submission on the matter of Hate Speech and Vilification and its impact on individuals
in, and the society in general in Australia. Below is a summary of the almost impossible task of countering
the toxic influence of hate speech and vilification in NSW. Attached please find an outline of the effects of
hate speech in any community. Some of the most terrible examples of hate speech and the outcomes such
as (many more are available) the Rwanda Genocide, the 9 :11 attacks on the World Trade Centre, and
more recently and locally, the shooting deaths of the two young Police Officers and a neighbour in
Queensland.

My experience, which | am about to outline is emblematic of the rules, regulations and laws and the
authorities in place to deal with the pernicious issue of hate speech / vilification in Australia.

In November 2023, following the events of 7 October in Israel, there was a series of speeches containing,
by any definitions, hate and vilification directed at specific elements of the community in Australia. This
prompted me to report one particular quite specific hate and vilification filled speech

This was not some person that lacks influence
with a vast array of followers. Therefore, | sought to bring this to the attention of Policing authorities
responsible for enforcing the law.

Firstly, | attended a NSW Police Station and completed a formal complaint under the provisions of Section
93Z of the NSW Crimes Act. This was to lead nowhere as | was informed that the Police were not prepared
to take action as the provisions of Section 93Z were not fit for purpose and it was their advice that any
action was to fail.

Secondly, | submitted a formal complaint to the Federal Police on it official online complaint form and
followed that up with an inquiry as to progress in the matter. | was again informed that the complaint
could not be pursued as the Australian Federal Laws would not make any such case likely to succeed.

Thirdly, | lodged a complaint with the NSW Anti-Disrimination Board, which was accepted by the Board,
but the ADNSW is toothless and cannot take any meaningful action and so | was referred by the ADNSW to
the NSW NCAT.

| lodged the complaint with NSW NCAT and a hearing was scheduled. | attended the hearing, naively
thinking that the hearing would consider my complaint. Wrong. The hearing was merely an administrative
exercise setting out a series of steps which must be accommodated to reach the formal hearing stage. As |

was representing myself, | was offered legal aid but my household income precluded me from this
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assistance, however a legal aid solicitor contacted me and told me that | cannot expect to succeed or
indeed manage the case without legal assistance including a Barrister. Further, | was advised that the
people | was up against would not play fair and that | and my family may be subject to intimidation and
threats. Shortly there after, | was contacted by another solicitor referred by a member of the Jewish
community and he mirrored the advice | had been given by the legal aid solicitor. Not wishing to pursue a
cause beyond my capacity and one that may place my family at risk; | withdrew my complaint with NCAT.

The legal provisions governing hate speech and vilification in the Australian federal sphere and NSW
(setting aside the provisions in the other various states and territories) exist; namely the Racial
Discrimination Act 1975, in NSW Section474.17 of the Criminal Code, the Racial Hatred Act 1995, in NSW
Section 20C and 20D of the Anti-Discrimination Act 1977 and more recently Section 937 of the NSW Crimes
Act 1900. So there you have it - the legal provisions to deal with hate speech and vilification have been
legislated but it is clear that the enforcement authorities, the Police at both federal and state levels are of
the view that the laws governing Hate Speech and Vilification are not fit for purpose and so they will not
attempt to enforce the laws.

Yours truly

Ron Fox














